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Pre-Purchase Residential Inspection Agreement 

Dear Client: 

You have requested that Construction Inspection Associates, LLC (“CIA”) conduct a residential pre-purchase 
inspection.   This Letter of Engagement is our customary method of confirming the terms upon which our 
services are to be provided.  Please print this file, read and complete the form following; sign and fax back 
to CIA’s central offices at 843-856-5027.  CIA cannot conduct any service until we have a completed form in 
our offices. 

I. Purpose and Scope of Services. 

It should be noted that a standard pre-purchase inspection is a visual assessment of the condition of the residence at the time of inspection. The 
inspection and inspection report are offered as an opinion only. Although every reasonable effort is made to discover and correctly interpret 
indications of previous or ongoing defects that may be present, it must be understood that no guarantee is implied nor responsibility assumed by the 
inspector or Construction Inspection Associates, LLC (“CIA”), for the actual condition of the building or property being examined.  

 
CIA endeavors to perform all inspections in substantial compliance with the standards of practice of the American Society of Home Inspectors (ASHI) 
and the South Carolina Standards of Practice. As such, our inspectors inspect the readily accessible and installed components and systems of a home 
as outlined below:  

 
The inspection report contains observations of those systems and components that are, in the professional opinion of the inspector authoring this 
report, significantly deficient or are near the end of their expected service life. If the cause for the deficiency is not readily apparent, the suspected 
cause or reason why the system or component is at or near end of expected service life is reported, and recommendations for correction or monitoring 
are made as appropriate. When systems or components designated for inspection in the ASHI and South Carolina Standards of Practice are present 
but are not inspected, the reason the item was not inspected is reported as well.  

II. General Limitations and Exclusions. 

The ASHI Standards of Practice and the South Carolina Standards of Practice are applicable to buildings with four or fewer dwelling units and their 
garages or carports. They are the bare minimum standard for a home inspection, are not technically exhaustive and do not identify concealed 
conditions or latent defects. Inspectors are NOT required to determine the condition of any system or component that is not readily accessible; the 
remaining service life of any system or component; the strength, adequacy, effectiveness or efficiency of any system or component; causes of any 
condition or deficiency; methods materials or cost of corrections; future conditions including but not limited to failure of systems and components; the 
suitability of the property for any specialized use; compliance with regulatory codes, regulations, laws or ordinances; the market value of the property 
or its marketability; the advisability of the purchase of the property; the presence of potentially hazardous plants or animals including but not limited 
to wood destroying organisms or diseases harmful to humans; the presence of any environmental hazards including, but not limited to toxins, 
carcinogens, noise, and contaminants in soil, water or air; the effectiveness of any system installed or methods utilized to control or remove suspected 
hazardous substances; the operating costs of any systems or components and the acoustical properties of any systems or components.  

 
Inspectors are NOT required to operate any system or component that is shut down or otherwise inoperable; any system or component which does not 
respond to normal operating controls or any shut off valves.  

 
Inspectors are NOT required to offer or perform any act or service contrary to law; offer or perform engineering services or work in any trade or 
professional service other than home inspection.  

 
Inspectors DO NOT offer or provide warranties or guarantees of any kind unless clearly explained and agreed to by both parties in a formal pre-
inspection agreement.  

 
Inspectors are NOT required to inspect underground items including, but not limited to underground storage tanks or other underground indications of 
their presence, whether abandoned or active; systems or components that are not installed; decorative items; systems or components that are in areas 
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not entered in accordance with the ASHI Standards of Practice and the South Carolina Standards of Practice; detached structures other than carports 
or garages; common elements or common areas in multi-unit housing, such as condominium properties or cooperative housing.  

 
Inspectors are NOT required to perform any procedure or operation which will, in the opinion of the inspector, likely be dangerous to the inspector or 
others or damage the property, its systems or components; move suspended ceiling tiles, personal property, furniture, equipment, plants, soil, snow, ice 
or debris or dismantle any system or component, except as explicitly required by the ASHI Standards of Practice or the South Carolina Standards of 
Practice. 

 
Inspectors are NOT required to enter under-floor crawlspaces or attics that are not readily accessible nor any area which will, in the opinion of the 
inspector, likely be dangerous to the inspector or others persons or damage the property or its systems or components.  

 
Inspectors are not limited from examining other systems and components or including other inspection services. Likewise, if the inspector is qualified 
and willing to do so, an inspector may specify the type of repairs to be made. The inspector may also exclude those systems or components that a client 
specifically requests not be included within the scope of the inspection. If systems or components are excluded at the request of the client they are listed 
within the inspection report.  

 

III. Inspection and Re-Inspection Fees 

A.               Fees: Client will compensate CIA based on the following schedule:  

 The fee for every home inspection is based on two parameters:  

1. Square footage of the heated and cooled space 
2. The age of the home 

 AGE OF HOME 

SQUARE FEET 0-15yrs 16-30yrs 30+yrs 

0-1500  $ 285.00  $ 335.00   $ 385.00 

1501-3000  $ 335.00  $ 385.00   $ 435.00 

3001-4500  $ 385.00  $ 435.00   $ 485.00 

4501-6000  $ 435.00  $ 485.00   $ 535.00 

B.               Re-Inspection Fees: A one-time re-inspection is offered at no additional charge.  Re-
inspections are limited to only the items listed in the original inspection report or a list provided 
by the client or client’s representative.  Any list provided by the client or the client’s 
representative will be acknowledged, but only items contained in the original inspection report 
qualify for re-inspection.  A re-inspection can only be scheduled at the authoring inspector’s 
convenience and only when the re-inspection falls within 60 days of the date of the original 
inspection.  No guarantees are made or implied that a re-inspection will take place.  CIA offers this 
service as a courtesy to the client and can be revoked at any time, without notice.  If additional re-
inspections are desired it will charged at a rate of $85.00 payable in advance of the re-inspection.  
No additional reporting is provided.  If an updated written report is desired it will be charged at an 
additional rate of $45.00 payable upon receipt of the re-inspection report. 

IV. Invoicing and Payment:  CIA will submit to you an invoice for fees based on the schedule described 
herein.  Client shall pay invoice amount within 7 days of the date printed on the invoice.  Payments 
may be made with a credit card, debit card, checking account, even foreign currency via the “PAY 
NOW” button that will included in the email when the inspection report is sent to the client or the 
client’s representative via email.  If available, the client can visit our website and pay online there – 
a paid receipt will be sent via email.  A check may be sent to the address listed in the inspection 
report if the client desires to use that form of payment, but must be received in our offices no 
later than the time allotted. 

CIA shall be entitled to charge, and the Client shall pay, a late fee of $35.00 if the invoice 
remains unpaid for more than the allotted time.   

 
CIA shall be entitled to charge, and the Client shall pay a fee of $35.00 plus any applicable bank 
fees for any checks returned from the bank for insufficient funds. 
 



Dispute Resolution  The parties hereby agree that any action arising out of or relating to this Letter of 
Engagement shall be instituted and prosecuted as a Bench Trial without a Jury in the Venue of the Court of 
Common Pleas or Magistrate’s Court for the Ninth Judicial Circuit, Charleston County, and each party 
hereto does hereby waive any and all defenses or objections pertaining to venue, personal jurisdiction, and 
rights to a jury trial. 

There are 3 pages in this Letter of Engagement; only the last page is required to be 
signed and returned for services to be performed.  The Client has read and 
understands everything contained within this report. 

If the terms of this Agreement are acceptable to the Client, complete the form, sign and date the bottom and 
return only PAGE 3 to CIA at the address listed above, email a scanned copy to helpme@cia-inspections.com or 
fax to 843-856-5027. CIA cannot perform any services without the signature of the Client.  The Client’s 
representative may sign in the absence of the Client only if Power of Attorney has been transferred and 
proven to CIA; a copy of the Power of Attorney must be attached in that event. 

 
 
Client Name:              
 
Client Address:              
 
         State:  Zip:    
 
Client Phone #:(     )             
 
Client email:              
 
Inspection Address:             
 
         State:  Zip:    
 
 
Square Footage of Home:        SF  
 
Age of Home:   years  
 
Inspection Fee (as described above): $      .00  
 
                                                              
SIGNATURE OF CLIENT OR CLIENT’S REPRESENTATIVE          
 
 
PRINTED NAME OF CLIENT OR CLIENT’S REPRESENTATIVE          
 

 
DATE      

 
IF THE CLIENT’S REPRESENTATIVE HAS SIGNED THIS FORM, POWER OF ATTORNEY MUST BE INCLUDED WITH THIS DOCUMENT; OTHERWISE, THIS LETTER OF 

ENGAGEMENT IS NULL AND VOID. 
 
 

Cc: File 
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